To use the SIRS Researcher database:

1. Open the Media Center homepage by clicking on Internet Explorer.

(Note: If it doesn’t come up when you click on internet explorer, type in the following address
http://www.lindenschools.org/medialinks/bookmark.htm)

2. Click on Online Databases.
3. Click on Mott Community College Library Resources.
4. When the Mott homepage comes up, click on Online Resources.

(Note: If the page requires a password, please ask
Ms. Marton or Mrs. Coe for assistance.)
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You should then see:
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http://www.lindenschools.org/medialinks/bookmark.htm

5. Click on SIRS Researcher. The page will look like this:
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Then, click on the red SIRS Researcher link.

6. Notice the list of Leading Issues. If your topic isn’t listed, you may also search
by subject or keyword. (Remember: subject headings and
keywords, not entire sentences or questions,
work best when searching databases.)
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NOTICE: there is a sidebar that allows you to access up to the minute news
(Today’s News) and specialized topics (Focus on Terrorism, Hurricanes 2005, etc.).



7. When you click on a Leading Issues topic, your results will look like this:

2l SIRS Knowledge Source: Subject Heading Search - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help ;.,'
- . = i ) S

G Back - 2] Iﬂ IELI | ! Search “V\;:’ Favotites &F =

Address @ http:/sks.sirs.comfrgi-binfhst-sub-display?id=5MI1 283H-0- 18 78res=Yaren=Nagovy=Nank=MNaic=Nkeyno=0000004 3288eadiss="&auth_checked=Y e
L ~

® L] Help ‘D\cﬁﬂnar\f
S I rs [ SQu“*I I Ms\ggﬁd B'(FDDIG Em “SaHow ta Cite ﬂ Thesaurus
LEADINGISSUES:

Cheating (Education)

| Overview | Pro/Con | myAnalysis |

In a survey conducted by the Center for Academic Integndy, seventy-five percent of high school and college students School Officials Monitor
admit to cheating. As technology has evolved, the methodsNgudents use to cheat have become more high tech. Student Cheating
Rather than students copying off of one another during exams\students now send test answers as text messages )
frorn their cell phones or store notes in calculators. |n addition, the Intemet has contributed to a rige in plagiarism
Essays, term papers and dissertations are all available for sale onzg. Another method of plagiarism used by
students is copying information directly from the Internet and calling N\an original work. Professaors have turned to
the Intermet to police students. YWebsites are available to compare a student's work with existing documents to
check for signs of plagiarism. Colleges have tried to prevent students fromsheating by discussing acadernic
integrity and requiting students to sign honor codes.
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8. The results contain a brief summary of the article, a complete citation, and additional

descriptors (related subjects/keywords) found in the article.
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Sunpmary: "Don MeCabe has suveyed 45 000 of America's college students over the past three years, asking thern to come clean about whether they cheat on

theif tests and term papers. Many cheaters in the classroom are surprisingly honest in the surveys, said McCabe, the founder of the Center for Academic Integrity

andfa foremost authority on academic fraud. About 37 percent have admitted to what's called 'cut-and-paste’ plagiarism, the practice of creating term papers by

coplying information available over the Intermet. " (St. Lowis Post-Dispatch) This aticle discusses the ramifications of academic fraud and reports on a lawsuit filed

b tudent that accuses a "company of offering her paper for sale online without permission.”
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Summary: "Cheating on standardized tests hag been making the news with increasing frequency. From Boston to Florida to California, school districts have been

investigating claims that educators are providing Nydents with answers, changing answers after the test is over, and giving students extra time." (Christian

Science Momnitor) This atticle investigates cheatingNy educators on high-stakes tests and reveals that "the problem, say many education experts, is that the tests

have been tied to teachers' job contracts and bonusesN

Descriptors: Grading and marking (Students), Teachers o Child Left Behind Act (2001}, Cheating (Education), Educational tests and measurements

[0 How Bad Is Cheating?

Frucation Week Vol 24, Mo, 76 Jan 5, 2005; Lexile Score: 1 11K, 5IRS Researcher

Summary: "It is not impossible to imagine that some years hence Wg will think of academic cheating as we think of alcohol consumption: not problematic in b
< *
@'] \ a Internet

To read the entire article, click on the title.



NOTE: You may also create a “Tagged List” by checking the box next to the title and clicking
the “Update Tagged List” found at the bottom of the page. By doing this, you will create a
personalized list of articles. To access the list you create, simply click on

"My Research” at the top of the page.
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10. Once you have the article open, you have several options listed across the top of the
page including an option for printing a clean copy. If you are printing, PLEASE use this option
to help save paper!
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When Tests" Cheaters Are the Teachers
Probe of Texas scores on high-stakes tests is the latest case in series of cheating inci

By Kris Axtman, Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor

ion is facing new doubts as allegations surface about

HOWSTON--The "Texas Miracle” that helped launch the nationwide accountability movernent in edu
& nation's largest--announced an investigation of "suspicious”

possible cheating on test scores. Last week the Houston Independent School District (HISD)--one of
results on 2004 statewide tests

The wrangling is being closely watched by districts acrose the country that are bound by th4 federal Mo Child Left Behind Act of 2002, which was modeled in

part after the success of Houston schools

Critics say the possible cheating scandal, and the idea of educators willing to go to #uch lengths to raise their schools' scores, is further proof that high-stakes
testing doesn't work. Supporters say the instances of cheating on such tests are veryfare and can be found in every profession.

Whatewver the reality, cheating on standardized tests has heen making the ngfis with increasing frequency. From Boston to Florida to California, school districts v
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NOTICE: There are several resdurces you may find useful including a Dictionary,
a Thesaurus, and information on How to Cite the article.

If you have any additional questions, please ask for help!



